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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, JA 

SUBJECT: RESUMPTION OE NPW VISITS TO JAPAN 
REP: TOKYO 6559 DTG 200850Z MAY 74 

SUMMARY: "YOMIURI” MAY 23 FRONTPAGED STORY TO EFFECT THAT GOJ IS 
FIRMING UP DECISION TO MAKE POSSIBLE EARLY RESUMPTION OF SSN 
VISITS TO JAPAN IN VIEW OP STRONG PRESSURE FROM USG, AND VIRTUAL 
COMPLETION OF TEST ANALYSES. STORY SAID FIRST SSN VISIT COULD 
TAKE PLACE AS EARLY AS FIRST HALF OF JUNE. GOJ HAS 
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PROVIDED US WITH Q'S AND A'S. WE SEE NO PROBLEMS WITH 
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THEM AND PLAN TO BASE OUR REPLIES ON THEM. END SUMMARY 

1. "YOMIURI " MAY 23 SAID THAT GOJ IS FIRMING UP ITS DECISION 
TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE EARLY RESUMPTION OF SSN VISITS TO JAPAN. 

STORY SAID THAT NEWLY ESTABLISHED "JAPAN ANALYSIS CENTER", 

WHICH WILL DO LABORATORY WORK CONNECTED WITH MONITORING PROGRAM, 
WILL NOT BE COMPLETELY READY FOR OPERATION UNTIL JULY. 

HOWEVER, THE STORY SAID, GOJ HAS DECIDED TO ACCEPT RESUMPTION 
OF SSN CALLS BECAUSE OF STRONG US PRESSUE AND BECAUSE TRIAL 
ANALYSIS PROGRAM BEGUN IN FEBRUARY WILL BE COMPLETED SOON. 

ARTICLE SAID FIRST SSN VISIT IN ABOUT SIX MONTHS MAY OCCUR 
AS EARLY AS SOME TIME IN THE FIRST HALF OF JUNE. 

2. STORY SAID THAT ACCORDING TO (AN EARLIER) FONOFF 
EXPLANATION, THERE IS NO PROBLEM WITH REGARD TO 
SAFETY OF SSN PORTCALLS. THIS IS CONFIRMED BY 
RADIOACTIVITY MONITORING CONDUCTED BY MONITORING POSTS 
DURING SHIP VISITS AND ANALYSES OF WATER SAMPLES. ANALYSIS 
OF MUD SAMPLES, WHICH CAUSED PROBLEMS OF LAST FEW MONTHS, IS 
SIMPLY TO DOUBE-CHECK RESULTS OF WATER ANALYSES. 

3. "YOMIURI" ARTICLE SAID OPPOSITION PARTIES CAN BE 
EXPECTED TO RAISE SERIOUS OPPOSITION TO GOJ ACCEPTANCE OF 
SSN CALLS, SINCE MONITORING PROCEDURES HAVE NOT BEEN 
COMPLETED, AND ANALYTICAL LABORATORY WILL NOT BE IN FULL 
OPERATION UNTIL SOMETIME IN JULY. 

4. FONOFF HAS PROVIDED EMBASSY WITH FOLLOWING Q'S AND A'S 
IN RESPONSE "YOMIURI" STORY: 

Q. ACCORDING TO TOKYO PRESS MAY 23, SSN'S WILL RESUME VISITS 
TO JAPAN NEXT MONTH BEFORE COMPLETION OF RADIOACTIVITY MONI- 
TORING ARRANGEMENTS. IS THIS TRUE? 

A. GOJ IS MAINTAINING CLOSE CONTACT WITH USG AND 
PROVIDING IT WITH PROGRESS REPORTS ON ANALYSIS OF 
RADIOACTIVITY MONITORING RESULTS NOW BEING CONDUCTED 
BY THE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AGENCY (STA). USG IS, 

THEREFORE, TAKING THESE REPORTS INTO ACCOUNT IN PLANNING SSN 
VISITS, INCLUDING TIMING OF SUCH VISITS. 
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Q. WHEN WILL THE STA COMPLETE ITS ANALYSIS OF 
RADIOACTIVITY MONITORING RESULTS AND RELATED MATTERS? 

A. WE EXPECT RESULTS OF ANALYSIS PROGRAM BEING PURSUED VIGOR- 
OUSLY BY STA TO BECOME CLEAR IN THE NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE. 

5. WE SEE NO PROBLEMS WITH THESE Q'S AND A'S, AND PLAN TO 
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BASE OUR REPLIES ON THEM. 

6. COMMENT: FONOEF TOLD EMBASSY THAT "YOMIURI" STORY APPEARS 
TO BE MATERIAL PIECED TOGETHER FROM EXISTING INFORMATION AND 
NOT BASED ON PRESS LEAK, AND THAT IT WILL BE USEFUL IN SOFTENING 
IMPACT OF ANNOUNCEMENT OF FIRST SSN VISIT. EMBASSY BELIEVES 
OPPOSITION GROUPS WILL PROBABLY MOUNT SUBSTANTIAL 
DEMONSTRATION AT PORT FOR THAT VISIT, BUT THAT 
DEMONSTRATIONS WILL DWINDLE TO USUAL MODEST SIZE DURING 
SUBSEQUENT VISITS. 

SHOESMITH 
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